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Here’s how federal funding could
help your Inland community

$960,000 to replenish Big Bear Lake is part of a Housing spending bill that could be
included in next fiscal year’s federal budget (File photo, Getty Images).
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Millions of federal dollars for smart freeway traffic meters, affordable housing,
water for Big Bear Lake and other projects would flow to the Inland Empire
through 12 spending bills recently passed by House of Representatives
committees.
The bills include items on Inland lawmakers’ wish lists for Community Project
Funding, which replaced the old earmarks system. The House Appropriations
Committee passed the bills, and the full House is scheduled to take up the
spending package the week of July 26.
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The Senate also needs to pass its own spending bill, and differences between the
Senate and House versions need to be worked out and a compromise passed by
both chambers before going to President Joe Biden for his signature.
Here’s a district-by-district look at some of the Inland spending items that made it
out of committee.

Rep. Jay Obernolte, R-Big Bear Lake
$2 million for street improvements to Maple Avenue in Hesperia.
$2 million for Victoria Avenue improvements in Highland.
$960,000 to replenish Big Bear Lake.

Rep. Pete Aguilar, D-San Bernardino
$1 million to repair the runway at San Bernardino International Airport.
$712,500 for improvements to the city of Redlands Emergency Operations
Center.
$700,000 for upgrades to Rialto police body-worn cameras.

Rep. Norma Torres, D-Pomona
$2 million to upgrade a community recreation center and make other
improvements at Saratoga Park in Montclair.
$800,000 to help build 75 apartments for low-income residents in downtown
Pomona.
$125,000 for early learning and arts education programming for children 5
and under at the dA Center for the Arts in Pomona.

Rep. Raul Ruiz, D-Palm Desert
$1.5 million to expand and widen Pennsylvania Avenue between First and
Sixth streets in Beaumont.
$1.25 million to fund a wastewater treatment facility basin in Banning.
$1 million for public infrastructure improvements to accommodate the
Soboba Crossroads shopping center in San Jacinto, a project planned by the
Soboba Band of Luiseňo Indians.
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Rep. Mark Takano, D-Riverside
$1.5 million for the Inland Empire Technical Trade Center, a Riverside
Community College District project to teach workforce skills.
$1 million for the Perris Downtown Skills Training and Job Placement
Center.
$250,000 for the Path of Life Ministries Employment Pipeline. Path of Life is
a Riverside-based homeless outreach nonprofit organization.

Rep. Ken Calvert, R-Corona
$5 million for the Interstate 15 Smart Freeway Pilot Project, which would
install smart metering technology at northbound I-15 on-ramps to reduce
congestion.
$2.5 million for the Quail Valley Septic-to-Sewer Conversion Project, which
would install sewer lines in an unincorporated community northeast of
Canyon Lake.
$400,000 to install new crosswalks, signage, lighting, and other safety
improvements on Lake Elsinore’s Main Street.

Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Vista
Issa, whose district includes most of Temecula, did not use the earmark process
and instead wrote the House transportation committee leadership asking for
funding for projects in his district, spokesman Jonathan Wilcox said.
The two projects Wilcox said were included in the transportation funding bill
would build a new Mexican border crossing facility and add connector lanes
between State Route 78 and I-15 in San Diego County, where many Temecula
residents work.
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Jeff Horseman grew up in Vermont and honed his interviewing skills as a
supermarket cashier by asking Bernie Sanders “Paper or plastic?” After
graduating from Syracuse University in 1999, Jeff began his journalistic odyssey
at The Watertown Daily Times in upstate New York, where he impressed thenU.S. Senate candidate Hillary Clinton so much she called him “John” at the end
of an interview. From there, he went to Annapolis, Maryland, where he covered
city, county and state government at The Capital newspaper before love and the
quest for snowless winters took him in 2007 to Southern California, where he
started out covering Temecula for The Press-Enterprise. Today, Jeff writes about
Riverside County government and regional politics. Along the way, Jeff has
covered wildfires, a tropical storm, 9/11 and the Dec. 2 terror attack in San
Bernardino. If you have a question or story idea about politics or the inner
workings of government, please let Jeff know.
jhorseman@scng.com
 Follow Jeff Horseman @JeffHorseman
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